
Non-GameWildlifeProgram

Someofthebirdsyoumayseealong

thePaulBunyanScenicBywayhavenot

alwaysbeenhere.Ashabitatandother

environmentalfactorschangethrough

time,sodobirdpopulationsandtheir

distribution.Thenortherncardinal’srecent

dramaticrangeexpansionisagood

example.Thisislargelyduetothe

increasingpopularityoffeedingbirds

duringthewinter.

In1886thecardinalwasonly

occasionallyfoundnorthoftheOhioRiver.

Sincethattimeithasexpandeditsrange

tothenortheastandnorthwest.Presently,

cardinalscanbefoundregularlyincentral

MinnesotaandalongtheByway

throughouttheyear.

KentMontgomery,
TheNatureConservancy

DownyWoodpecker

CedarWaxwing
Non-GameWildlifeProgram

SteveKohls

A guide to bird watching
along the

Paul Bunyan Scenic Byway.

54 miles of stunning scenery through the cities of Breezy Point,

Crosslake, Jenkins, Manhattan Beach, Pequot Lakes & Pine River;

townships of Barclay, Gail Lake, Ideal, Jenkins, Mission,

Pelican, Timothy, Wilson; and counties of Cass and Crow Wing.

Birds
of the Byway

Research assistance and

direction was provided by

Steve and Jo Blanich and

Pam Perry of the DNR

Non-Game Wildlife Program.

Watch for this symbol on

the map. It indicates a

prime wildlife viewing area.

Refer to the self-guided tour

on the perforated panel.

Common Loon

Bill Marchel

Steve Kohls

For information on lodging, dining, shopping, and
playing in the Paul Bunyan Scenic Byway area
contact these local Chambers of Commerce:

Brainerd Lakes Area Chambers of Commerce
800-450-2838
- Brainerd
- Crosslake
- Pequot Lakes/Breezy Point

Pine River Chamber of Commerce
800-728-6926

• Bee Nay She Council Bird Club
• Breezy Point Resort
• BirdsoftheByway.com
• Jean Segerstrom
• JM Plein Consulting
• MN DNR Non-Game Wildlife Program
• Paul Bunyan Scenic Byway Association

This brochure is sponsored by:

Aself-guidedtourofbirdwatching
alongthePaulBunyanScenicByway

PaulBunyanScenicByway.org/birding

NestledamongthelakesofCentralMinnesota’s
LakeCountry,thePaulBunyanScenicBywayoffers

manyopportunitiestoenjoynature’sbeauty.

Thisguideandchecklistisproducedbythe
PaulBunyanScenicBywayAssoc.withsupportfrom:

BeeNaySheCouncilBirdClub,Steve&JoBlanich,
BreezyPointResort,BirdsoftheByway.com,JeanSegerstromand

theMinnesotaDNR-NongameWildlifeProgram

JuddBrinkfromBirdsoftheByway.com
isaPBSBAmemberpromotingbirdwatching

andothernaturerecreationalong
thePaulBunyanScenicByway.

speciesSpSFW
Swan,Trumpeter.............UUUR
Heron,GreatBlue............CCC-

Green.................CCC-
Duck,AmericanWigeon....O-O-

AmericanBlack.......R-R-
Blue-wingedTeal.....CCC-
Gadwall................O-O-
Mallard................CCC-
NorthernShoveler....O-O-
Wood...................CCC-

Merganser,Common.........O-O-
Hooded..........CCC-
Red-breasted...O-O-

Grouse,Ruffed................CCCC
Loon,Common...............CCC-
Grebe,Eared..................R-R-

Horned................U-U-
Pied-billed............CCC-
Red-necked...........U-U-

Bittern,American............UUU-
Least..................RRR-

BaldEagle.....................CCCC
Osprey.........................CCC-
Hawk,AmericanKestrel....CCC-

Cooper’s..............UUUU
Broad-winged........CCC-
Red-tailed.............CCC-
Rough-legged.........RRRU

Coot,American...............CCC-
Crane,Sandhill...............UUU-
Killdeer........................CCC-
Tern,Black....................OOO-
Owl,Barred...................CCCC

GreatHorned...........CCCC
NorthernHawk.........---R
Snowy...................---R

Nighthawk,Common........CCC-
Whip-poor-will...............RRR-
Woodpecker,Black-backed.---R

Downy.........CCCC
Hairy...........CCCC
Pileated........CCCC
Red-bellied....UUUU

Flycatcher,Alder.............CCC-
GreatCrested...CCC-
Least.............CCC-

speciesSpSFW
Kingbird,Eastern.............CCC-
Vireo,Red-eyed..............CCC-

Solitary................UUU-
Warbling..............CCC-
Yellow-throated......CCC-

Swallow,Tree.................CCC-
Chickadee,Black-capped...CCCC
Nuthatch,Red-breasted.....OOOO

White-breasted..CCCC
Wren,Marsh..................OOO-

Sedge..................CCC-
Bluebird,Eastern.............CCC-
Thrush,Gray-cheeked.......R-R-

Hermit...............UUU-
Swainson’s..........CRC-
Wood................RRR-

Robin,American..............CCC-
Ovenbird.......................CCC-
Warbler,Chestnut-sided.....CCC-

CommonYellowthroatCCC-
Nashville............CCC-
Pine..................CCC-
Yellow...............CCC-

Redstart,American...........CCC-
Towhee,Eastern..............OOO-
Sparrow,Chipping...........CCC-

Savannah..........CCC-
Song................CCC-

Junco,Dark-eyed............C-CO
Tanager,Scarlet..............CCC-
Cardinal,Northern...........UUUU
Bobolink.......................UUU-
Blackbird,Red-winged......CCC-
Meadowlark,Eastern........CCC-
Oriole,Baltimore.............CC--
Finch,House..................UUU-

Purple.................UUUU
Redpoll,Common............---O
Goldfinch,American.........UCCU
Grosbeak,Evening...........---O

Pine...............---U
Rose-breasted...CCC-

BirdsoftheByway
ThisisapartiallistofbirdsseenalongthePaulBunyanScenicByway.ForacompletelistofMin-
nesota’s312regularspecies,printTheMinnesotaOrnithologists’UnionChecklistatmoumn.org.

C=Common;U=Uncommon;O=Occasional;R=Rare
Sp=Mar.toMay;S=JunetoAug.;
F=Sept.toNov.;W=Dec.toFeb.
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Birdsof the Byway
Tour Guide & Checklist

Here you’ll find a unique coming 

together of prairie, evergreens and 

deciduous forests–all centered around

the Mississippi River. This is one of the

world’s major flyways for migrating birds.

This diverse blend of geography–with its

lakes, streams, forests and wetlands–

and our four-season weather pattern 

results in a combination unlike any other

in the world.

Here, it’s not unusual for a keen-eyed

birder to log more than 100 different

species in an eight-hour day. The luckiest

may spot a northern goshawk or an

American woodcock, found in 

woodland openings. Seeing either of

these species, let alone both, is an 

experience of a lifetime.

This inviting scenic area, long a 

vacation destination for those looking for

family resorts and angling opportunities,

also offers an abundance of wildlife and

nature-oriented centers. These include

the Uppgaard and Lowell/Rice Lake

Wildlife Management Areas, the Old

Grade Area, Veteran’s Memorial Walking

Trail, Crosslake Corps of Engineers Park

and many others. Some of the best spots

are shown on our Area Map. Local

guide, Judd Brink, promotes bird watch-

ing year round along the Scenic Byway,

including the National Audubon Society

Christmas Bird Count at Uppgaard WMA.

So, enjoy your stay and keep your eyes

open for bird watching opportunities that

await you around every corner.

If you set out to find a place on this

continent with the highest counts of 

different breeding bird species, a place

with exciting viewing in every season of

the year, you’d need look no further

than right here in Brainerd Lakes Area 

of North Central Minnesota.

Season and abundance status codes
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Non-GameWildlifeProgram

Someofthebirdsyoumayseealong

thePaulBunyanScenicBywayhavenot

alwaysbeenhere.Ashabitatandother

environmentalfactorschangethrough

time,sodobirdpopulationsandtheir

distribution.Thenortherncardinal’srecent

dramaticrangeexpansionisagood

example.Thisislargelyduetothe

increasingpopularityoffeedingbirds

duringthewinter.

In1886thecardinalwasonly

occasionallyfoundnorthoftheOhioRiver.

Sincethattimeithasexpandeditsrange

tothenortheastandnorthwest.Presently,

cardinalscanbefoundregularlyincentral

MinnesotaandalongtheByway

throughouttheyear.

KentMontgomery,
TheNatureConservancy

DownyWoodpecker

CedarWaxwing
Non-GameWildlifeProgram

SteveKohls

A guide to bird watching
along the

Paul Bunyan Scenic Byway.

54 miles of stunning scenery through the cities of Breezy Point,

Crosslake, Jenkins, Manhattan Beach, Pequot Lakes & Pine River;

townships of Barclay, Gail Lake, Ideal, Jenkins, Mission,

Pelican, Timothy, Wilson; and counties of Cass and Crow Wing.

Birds
of the Byway

Research assistance and

direction was provided by

Steve and Jo Blanich and

Pam Perry of the DNR

Non-Game Wildlife Program.

Watch for this symbol on

the map. It indicates a

prime wildlife viewing area.

Refer to the self-guided tour

on the perforated panel.

Common Loon

Bill Marchel

Steve Kohls

For information on lodging, dining, shopping, and
playing in the Paul Bunyan Scenic Byway area
contact these local Chambers of Commerce:

Brainerd Lakes Area Chambers of Commerce
800-450-2838
- Brainerd
- Crosslake
- Pequot Lakes/Breezy Point

Pine River Chamber of Commerce
800-728-6926

• Bee Nay She Council Bird Club
• Breezy Point Resort
• BirdsoftheByway.com
• Jean Segerstrom
• JM Plein Consulting
• MN DNR Non-Game Wildlife Program
• Paul Bunyan Scenic Byway Association

This brochure is sponsored by:

Aself-guidedtourofbirdwatching
alongthePaulBunyanScenicByway

PaulBunyanScenicByway.org/birding

NestledamongthelakesofCentralMinnesota’s
LakeCountry,thePaulBunyanScenicBywayoffers

manyopportunitiestoenjoynature’sbeauty.

Thisguideandchecklistisproducedbythe
PaulBunyanScenicBywayAssoc.withsupportfrom:

BeeNaySheCouncilBirdClub,Steve&JoBlanich,
BreezyPointResort,BirdsoftheByway.com,JeanSegerstromand

theMinnesotaDNR-NongameWildlifeProgram

JuddBrinkfromBirdsoftheByway.com
isaPBSBAmemberpromotingbirdwatching

andothernaturerecreationalong
thePaulBunyanScenicByway.
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Solitary................UUU-
Warbling..............CCC-
Yellow-throated......CCC-
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Chickadee,Black-capped...CCCC
Nuthatch,Red-breasted.....OOOO

White-breasted..CCCC
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Sparrow,Chipping...........CCC-
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Junco,Dark-eyed............C-CO
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ThisisapartiallistofbirdsseenalongthePaulBunyanScenicByway.ForacompletelistofMin-
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Birdsof the Byway
Tour Guide & Checklist

Here you’ll find a unique coming 

together of prairie, evergreens and 

deciduous forests–all centered around

the Mississippi River. This is one of the

world’s major flyways for migrating birds.

This diverse blend of geography–with its

lakes, streams, forests and wetlands–

and our four-season weather pattern 

results in a combination unlike any other

in the world.

Here, it’s not unusual for a keen-eyed

birder to log more than 100 different

species in an eight-hour day. The luckiest

may spot a northern goshawk or an

American woodcock, found in 

woodland openings. Seeing either of

these species, let alone both, is an 

experience of a lifetime.

This inviting scenic area, long a 

vacation destination for those looking for

family resorts and angling opportunities,

also offers an abundance of wildlife and

nature-oriented centers. These include

the Uppgaard and Lowell/Rice Lake

Wildlife Management Areas, the Old

Grade Area, Veteran’s Memorial Walking

Trail, Crosslake Corps of Engineers Park

and many others. Some of the best spots

are shown on our Area Map. Local

guide, Judd Brink, promotes bird watch-

ing year round along the Scenic Byway,

including the National Audubon Society

Christmas Bird Count at Uppgaard WMA.

So, enjoy your stay and keep your eyes

open for bird watching opportunities that

await you around every corner.

If you set out to find a place on this

continent with the highest counts of 

different breeding bird species, a place

with exciting viewing in every season of

the year, you’d need look no further

than right here in Brainerd Lakes Area 

of North Central Minnesota.

Season and abundance status codes
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Non-Game Wildlife Program

Some of the birds you may see along

the Paul Bunyan Scenic Byway have not

always been here. As habitat and other

environmental factors change through

time, so do bird populations and their

distribution. The northern cardinal’s recent

dramatic range expansion is a good

example. This is largely due to the

increasing popularity of feeding birds

during the winter.

In 1886 the cardinal was only

occasionally found north of the Ohio River.

Since that time it has expanded its range

to the northeast and northwest. Presently,

cardinals can be found regularly in central

Minnesota and along the Byway

throughout the year.

Kent Montgomery,
The Nature Conservancy

Downy Woodpecker

Cedar Waxwing
Non-Game Wildlife Program

Steve Kohls

Aguidetobirdwatching
alongthe

PaulBunyanScenicByway.

54milesofstunningscenerythroughthecitiesofBreezyPoint,

Crosslake,Jenkins,ManhattanBeach,PequotLakes&PineRiver;

townshipsofBarclay,GailLake,Ideal,Jenkins,Mission,

Pelican,Timothy,Wilson;andcountiesofCassandCrowWing.

Birds
oftheByway

Researchassistanceand

directionwasprovidedby

SteveandJoBlanichand

PamPerryoftheDNR

Non-GameWildlifeProgram.

Watchforthissymbolon

themap.Itindicatesa

primewildlifeviewingarea.

Refertotheself-guidedtour

ontheperforatedpanel.

CommonLoon

BillMarchel

SteveKohls

Forinformationonlodging,dining,shopping,and
playinginthePaulBunyanScenicBywayarea
contacttheselocalChambersofCommerce:

BrainerdLakesAreaChambersofCommerce
800-450-2838
-Brainerd
-Crosslake
-PequotLakes/BreezyPoint

PineRiverChamberofCommerce
800-728-6926

•BeeNaySheCouncilBirdClub
•BreezyPointResort
•BirdsoftheByway.com
•JeanSegerstrom
•JMPleinConsulting
•MNDNRNon-GameWildlifeProgram
•PaulBunyanScenicBywayAssociation

Thisbrochureissponsoredby:

A self-guided tour of bird watching
along the Paul Bunyan Scenic Byway

PaulBunyanScenicByway.org/birding

Nestled among the lakes of Central Minnesota’s
Lake Country, the Paul Bunyan Scenic Byway offers

many opportunities to enjoy nature’s beauty.

This guide and checklist is produced by the
Paul Bunyan Scenic Byway Assoc. with support from:

Bee Nay She Council Bird Club, Steve & Jo Blanich,
Breezy Point Resort, BirdsoftheByway.com, Jean Segerstrom and

the Minnesota DNR-Nongame Wildlife Program

Judd Brink from BirdsoftheByway.com
is a PBSBA member promoting bird watching

and other nature recreation along
the Paul Bunyan Scenic Byway.

species Sp S F W
Swan, Trumpeter . . . . . . . . . . . . . U U U R
Heron, Great Blue . . . . . . . . . . . . C C C -

Green . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . C C C -
Duck, American Wigeon . . . . O - O -

American Black . . . . . . . R - R -
Blue-winged Teal . . . . . C C C -
Gadwall . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . O - O -
Mallard . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . C C C -
Northern Shoveler . . . . O - O -
Wood. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . C C C -

Merganser, Common. . . . . . . . . O - O -
Hooded . . . . . . . . . . C C C -
Red-breasted . . . O - O -

Grouse, Ruffed . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . C C C C
Loon, Common . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . C C C -
Grebe, Eared . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . R - R -

Horned . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . U - U -
Pied-billed . . . . . . . . . . . . C C C -
Red-necked . . . . . . . . . . . U - U -

Bittern, American . . . . . . . . . . . . U U U -
Least. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . R R R -

Bald Eagle . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . C C C C
Osprey . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . C C C -
Hawk, American Kestrel . . . . C C C -

Cooper’s . . . . . . . . . . . . . . U U U U
Broad-winged . . . . . . . . C C C -
Red-tailed . . . . . . . . . . . . . C C C -
Rough-legged. . . . . . . . . R R R U

Coot, American . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . C C C -
Crane, Sandhill . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . U U U -
Killdeer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . C C C -
Tern, Black . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . O O O -
Owl, Barred . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . C C C C

Great Horned . . . . . . . . . . . C C C C
Northern Hawk. . . . . . . . . - - - R
Snowy . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . - - - R

Nighthawk, Common . . . . . . . . C C C -
Whip-poor-will. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . R R R -
Woodpecker, Black-backed . - - - R

Downy . . . . . . . . . C C C C
Hairy. . . . . . . . . . . C C C C
Pileated. . . . . . . . C C C C
Red-bellied. . . . U U U U

Flycatcher, Alder . . . . . . . . . . . . . C C C -
Great Crested . . . C C C -
Least . . . . . . . . . . . . . C C C -

species Sp S F W
Kingbird, Eastern. . . . . . . . . . . . . C C C -
Vireo, Red-eyed . . . . . . . . . . . . . . C C C -

Solitary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . U U U -
Warbling . . . . . . . . . . . . . . C C C -
Yellow-throated . . . . . . C C C -

Swallow, Tree . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . C C C -
Chickadee, Black-capped . . . C C C C
Nuthatch, Red-breasted . . . . . O O O O

White-breasted . . C C C C
Wren, Marsh . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . O O O -

Sedge . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . C C C -
Bluebird, Eastern . . . . . . . . . . . . . C C C -
Thrush, Gray-cheeked. . . . . . . R - R -

Hermit . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . U U U -
Swainson’s . . . . . . . . . . C R C -
Wood . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . R R R -

Robin, American. . . . . . . . . . . . . . C C C -
Ovenbird. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . C C C -
Warbler, Chestnut-sided . . . . . C C C -

Common Yellowthroat C C C -
Nashville. . . . . . . . . . . . C C C -
Pine. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . C C C -
Yellow . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . C C C -

Redstart, American. . . . . . . . . . . C C C -
Towhee, Eastern . . . . . . . . . . . . . . O O O -
Sparrow, Chipping . . . . . . . . . . . C C C -

Savannah . . . . . . . . . . C C C -
Song . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . C C C -

Junco, Dark-eyed . . . . . . . . . . . . C - C O
Tanager, Scarlet . . . . . . . . . . . . . . C C C -
Cardinal, Northern . . . . . . . . . . . U U U U
Bobolink . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . U U U -
Blackbird, Red-winged . . . . . . C C C -
Meadowlark, Eastern . . . . . . . . C C C -
Oriole, Baltimore . . . . . . . . . . . . . C C - -
Finch, House . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . U U U -

Purple . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . U U U U
Redpoll, Common . . . . . . . . . . . . - - - O
Goldfinch, American . . . . . . . . . U C C U
Grosbeak, Evening . . . . . . . . . . . - - - O

Pine . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . - - - U
Rose-breasted . . . C C C -

Birds of the Byway
This is a partial list of birds seen along the Paul Bunyan Scenic Byway. For a complete list of Min-
nesota’s 312 regular species, print The Minnesota Ornithologists’ Union Checklist at moumn.org.

C=Common; U=Uncommon; O=Occasional; R=Rare
Sp=Mar. to May; S=June to Aug.;
F=Sept. to Nov.; W=Dec. to Feb.
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Birds of the Byway
Tour Guide & Checklist

Here you’ll find a unique coming 

together of prairie, evergreens and 

deciduous forests– all centered around

the Mississippi River. This is one of the

world’s major flyways for migrating birds.

This diverse blend of geography– with its

lakes, streams, forests and wetlands–

and our four-season weather pattern 

results in a combination unlike any other

in the world.

Here, it’s not unusual for a keen-eyed

birder to log more than 100 different

species in an eight-hour day. The luckiest

may spot a northern goshawk or an

American woodcock, found in 

woodland openings. Seeing either of

these species, let alone both, is an 

experience of a lifetime.

This inviting scenic area, long a 

vacation destination for those looking for

family resorts and angling opportunities,

also offers an abundance of wildlife and

nature-oriented centers. These include

the Uppgaard and Lowell/Rice Lake

Wildlife Management Areas, the Old

Grade Area, Veteran’s Memorial Walking

Trail, Crosslake Corps of Engineers Park

and many others. Some of the best spots

are shown on our Area Map. Local

guide, Judd Brink, promotes bird watch-

ing year round along the Scenic Byway,

including the National Audubon Society

Christmas Bird Count at Uppgaard WMA.

So, enjoy your stay and keep your eyes

open for bird watching opportunities that

await you around every corner.

If you set out to find a place on this

continent with the highest counts of 

different breeding bird species, a place

with exciting viewing in every season of

the year, you’d need look no further

than right here in Brainerd Lakes Area 

of North Central Minnesota.

Season and abundance status codes
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Non-Game Wildlife Program

Some of the birds you may see along

the Paul Bunyan Scenic Byway have not

always been here. As habitat and other

environmental factors change through

time, so do bird populations and their

distribution. The northern cardinal’s recent

dramatic range expansion is a good

example. This is largely due to the

increasing popularity of feeding birds

during the winter.

In 1886 the cardinal was only

occasionally found north of the Ohio River.

Since that time it has expanded its range

to the northeast and northwest. Presently,

cardinals can be found regularly in central

Minnesota and along the Byway

throughout the year.

Kent Montgomery,
The Nature Conservancy

Downy Woodpecker

Cedar Waxwing
Non-Game Wildlife Program

Steve Kohls

Aguidetobirdwatching
alongthe

PaulBunyanScenicByway.

54milesofstunningscenerythroughthecitiesofBreezyPoint,

Crosslake,Jenkins,ManhattanBeach,PequotLakes&PineRiver;

townshipsofBarclay,GailLake,Ideal,Jenkins,Mission,

Pelican,Timothy,Wilson;andcountiesofCassandCrowWing.

Birds
oftheByway

Researchassistanceand

directionwasprovidedby

SteveandJoBlanichand

PamPerryoftheDNR

Non-GameWildlifeProgram.

Watchforthissymbolon

themap.Itindicatesa

primewildlifeviewingarea.

Refertotheself-guidedtour

ontheperforatedpanel.

CommonLoon

BillMarchel

SteveKohls

Forinformationonlodging,dining,shopping,and
playinginthePaulBunyanScenicBywayarea
contacttheselocalChambersofCommerce:

BrainerdLakesAreaChambersofCommerce
800-450-2838
-Brainerd
-Crosslake
-PequotLakes/BreezyPoint

PineRiverChamberofCommerce
800-728-6926

•BeeNaySheCouncilBirdClub
•BreezyPointResort
•BirdsoftheByway.com
•JeanSegerstrom
•JMPleinConsulting
•MNDNRNon-GameWildlifeProgram
•PaulBunyanScenicBywayAssociation

Thisbrochureissponsoredby:

A self-guided tour of bird watching
along the Paul Bunyan Scenic Byway

PaulBunyanScenicByway.org/birding

Nestled among the lakes of Central Minnesota’s
Lake Country, the Paul Bunyan Scenic Byway offers

many opportunities to enjoy nature’s beauty.

This guide and checklist is produced by the
Paul Bunyan Scenic Byway Assoc. with support from:

Bee Nay She Council Bird Club, Steve & Jo Blanich,
Breezy Point Resort, BirdsoftheByway.com, Jean Segerstrom and

the Minnesota DNR-Nongame Wildlife Program

Judd Brink from BirdsoftheByway.com
is a PBSBA member promoting bird watching

and other nature recreation along
the Paul Bunyan Scenic Byway.

species Sp S F W
Swan, Trumpeter . . . . . . . . . . . . . U U U R
Heron, Great Blue . . . . . . . . . . . . C C C -

Green . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . C C C -
Duck, American Wigeon . . . . O - O -

American Black . . . . . . . R - R -
Blue-winged Teal . . . . . C C C -
Gadwall . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . O - O -
Mallard . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . C C C -
Northern Shoveler . . . . O - O -
Wood. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . C C C -

Merganser, Common. . . . . . . . . O - O -
Hooded . . . . . . . . . . C C C -
Red-breasted . . . O - O -

Grouse, Ruffed . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . C C C C
Loon, Common . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . C C C -
Grebe, Eared . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . R - R -

Horned . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . U - U -
Pied-billed . . . . . . . . . . . . C C C -
Red-necked . . . . . . . . . . . U - U -

Bittern, American . . . . . . . . . . . . U U U -
Least. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . R R R -

Bald Eagle . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . C C C C
Osprey . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . C C C -
Hawk, American Kestrel . . . . C C C -

Cooper’s . . . . . . . . . . . . . . U U U U
Broad-winged . . . . . . . . C C C -
Red-tailed . . . . . . . . . . . . . C C C -
Rough-legged. . . . . . . . . R R R U

Coot, American . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . C C C -
Crane, Sandhill . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . U U U -
Killdeer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . C C C -
Tern, Black . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . O O O -
Owl, Barred . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . C C C C

Great Horned . . . . . . . . . . . C C C C
Northern Hawk. . . . . . . . . - - - R
Snowy . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . - - - R

Nighthawk, Common . . . . . . . . C C C -
Whip-poor-will. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . R R R -
Woodpecker, Black-backed . - - - R

Downy . . . . . . . . . C C C C
Hairy. . . . . . . . . . . C C C C
Pileated. . . . . . . . C C C C
Red-bellied. . . . U U U U

Flycatcher, Alder . . . . . . . . . . . . . C C C -
Great Crested . . . C C C -
Least . . . . . . . . . . . . . C C C -

species Sp S F W
Kingbird, Eastern. . . . . . . . . . . . . C C C -
Vireo, Red-eyed . . . . . . . . . . . . . . C C C -

Solitary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . U U U -
Warbling . . . . . . . . . . . . . . C C C -
Yellow-throated . . . . . . C C C -

Swallow, Tree . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . C C C -
Chickadee, Black-capped . . . C C C C
Nuthatch, Red-breasted . . . . . O O O O

White-breasted . . C C C C
Wren, Marsh . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . O O O -

Sedge . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . C C C -
Bluebird, Eastern . . . . . . . . . . . . . C C C -
Thrush, Gray-cheeked. . . . . . . R - R -

Hermit . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . U U U -
Swainson’s . . . . . . . . . . C R C -
Wood . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . R R R -

Robin, American. . . . . . . . . . . . . . C C C -
Ovenbird. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . C C C -
Warbler, Chestnut-sided . . . . . C C C -

Common Yellowthroat C C C -
Nashville. . . . . . . . . . . . C C C -
Pine. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . C C C -
Yellow . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . C C C -

Redstart, American. . . . . . . . . . . C C C -
Towhee, Eastern . . . . . . . . . . . . . . O O O -
Sparrow, Chipping . . . . . . . . . . . C C C -

Savannah . . . . . . . . . . C C C -
Song . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . C C C -

Junco, Dark-eyed . . . . . . . . . . . . C - C O
Tanager, Scarlet . . . . . . . . . . . . . . C C C -
Cardinal, Northern . . . . . . . . . . . U U U U
Bobolink . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . U U U -
Blackbird, Red-winged . . . . . . C C C -
Meadowlark, Eastern . . . . . . . . C C C -
Oriole, Baltimore . . . . . . . . . . . . . C C - -
Finch, House . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . U U U -

Purple . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . U U U U
Redpoll, Common . . . . . . . . . . . . - - - O
Goldfinch, American . . . . . . . . . U C C U
Grosbeak, Evening . . . . . . . . . . . - - - O

Pine . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . - - - U
Rose-breasted . . . C C C -

Birds of the Byway
This is a partial list of birds seen along the Paul Bunyan Scenic Byway. For a complete list of Min-
nesota’s 312 regular species, print The Minnesota Ornithologists’ Union Checklist at moumn.org.

C=Common; U=Uncommon; O=Occasional; R=Rare
Sp=Mar. to May; S=June to Aug.;
F=Sept. to Nov.; W=Dec. to Feb.
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Birds of the Byway
Tour Guide & Checklist

Here you’ll find a unique coming 

together of prairie, evergreens and 

deciduous forests– all centered around

the Mississippi River. This is one of the

world’s major flyways for migrating birds.

This diverse blend of geography– with its

lakes, streams, forests and wetlands–

and our four-season weather pattern 

results in a combination unlike any other

in the world.

Here, it’s not unusual for a keen-eyed

birder to log more than 100 different

species in an eight-hour day. The luckiest

may spot a northern goshawk or an

American woodcock, found in 

woodland openings. Seeing either of

these species, let alone both, is an 

experience of a lifetime.

This inviting scenic area, long a 

vacation destination for those looking for

family resorts and angling opportunities,

also offers an abundance of wildlife and

nature-oriented centers. These include

the Uppgaard and Lowell/Rice Lake

Wildlife Management Areas, the Old

Grade Area, Veteran’s Memorial Walking

Trail, Crosslake Corps of Engineers Park

and many others. Some of the best spots

are shown on our Area Map. Local

guide, Judd Brink, promotes bird watch-

ing year round along the Scenic Byway,

including the National Audubon Society

Christmas Bird Count at Uppgaard WMA.

So, enjoy your stay and keep your eyes

open for bird watching opportunities that

await you around every corner.

If you set out to find a place on this

continent with the highest counts of 

different breeding bird species, a place

with exciting viewing in every season of

the year, you’d need look no further

than right here in Brainerd Lakes Area 

of North Central Minnesota.

Season and abundance status codes
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Birdsof the Byway All mileage shown in miles.   CSAH = County State Aid Highway.

On CSAH 11- From Jct. Hwy. 371 & CSAH 11 in Pequot Lakes.
#milessite
1)1.9 On South side Rice Lake Lowell Wildlife Management Area- marsh on North side

Spring: Osprey, Common Loon, Grebe, Blue-winged Teal, Mallard, Wood duck, 
nesting bald eagle, American Bittern, Red-winged Blackbird, Song Sparrow

Summer & Fall: same as spring plus; Common Yellowthroat, Yellow Warbler, 
Pine Warbler, Nashville Warbler, Green Heron, Trumpeter Swan

2)3.1Marsh on South side
Spring: Red-winged Blackbird, Great Blue Heron, Song Sparrow
Summer: same as spring plus; Black Tern, Rail, Common Yellowthroat, Yellow Warbler

3)7.2Shaffer Lakeon South side - Chiarella FMAon North side (Timberlane Rd.)
Spring & Fall:Loon, Grebe, ducks, Great Blue Heron, Eastern Bluebird, Red-winged Blackbird
Summer: same as spring & fall plus; Marsh Wren, Chestnut-sided Warbler, 

American Redstart, Red-eyed Vireo
4)7.6Marsh on North & South sides

Spring, Summer & Fall: rails, Osprey, warblers, Scarlet Tanager, Black Tern
In pines - Great Crested Flycatcher, Least Flycatcher

On CSAH 3- Start point of mileage reference remains at the stoplights in Pequot Lakes.
#milessite
5)12.5All along this portion

Spring, Summer, Fall: Common Loon, Grebe, ducks, herons

On CSAH 66- Start point of mileage reference remains at the stoplights in Pequot Lakes.
#milessite
6)14.8Crosslake Recreation Area

Spring & Fall: variety of waterfowl
Summer: waterfowl plus; flycatchers, warblers

7)17.7Osprey platform on West side
Spring, Summer & Fall: Osprey

8)19.5Residential yards
Spring & Summer: bluebirds, Tree Swallow (boxes)

9)20.1Large field at junction of CSAH 66 and CSAH 1
Spring & Summer: Meadowlark, Bobolink, Killdeer, Savannah Sparrow, bluebirds, 

American Kestrel, Red-tailed Hawk, swallows, Eastern Kingbird

On CSAH 1- From Jct. CSAH 66 & CSAH 1  to  Jct. CSAH 1 & CSAH 15.
#milessite
10)2.1Large marsh on both sides

Spring, Summer & Fall: American Bittern, ducks, Rail, Alder Flycatcher, Marsh Wren, 
Sedge Wren, Common Yellowthroat, Yellow Warblers, 
Red-winged Blackbirds, 

11)3.1Beaver lodge on West side
Spring & Fall: Wood Duck, Grebe
Summer: same as Spring & Fall plus; Common Yellowthroat, Yellow Warbler

12)2.8In the pines along CSAH 1 on either side of site #11
toAll year: woodpeckers, nuthatches
8.4Summer: same as above plus; warblers, vireos

On CSAH 1- From Jct. CSAH 1 & CSAH 15 West to Pine River.
#milessite
12).1Ash trees South side - warblers, vireos, thrushes, flycatchers

.2Bluebird trail

.4Rose-breasted Grosbeak, Tree Swallow

.5Creek & swamp - Green Heron, American Bittern
1.0Pasture on South - Bobolink
1.2Pasture on South, willow swamp on North

warblers, vireos, Sedge Wren, Red-winged Blackbird
2.0Pastures on North & South - Bobolink, Red-winged Blackbird, Sedge Wren, Savannah &

Song Sparrow
2.6Cass County Line - Pasture on North - Red-winged Blackbird, Bobolink, Sedge Wren, 

Savannah & Song Sparrow.
2.8Pines on North & South - Indigo Bunting
3.1Marsh on North - Red-winged Blackbird, Common Yellowthroat, Yellow Warbler, 

Swamp Sparrow
13)3.2At Arvig Creekon North & South

Spring, Summer, Fall: American Bittern, herons, Wood Duck, Hooded Merganser, 
Sedge Wrens, Swamp Sparrow

3.3Pines - Pine Warbler, American Redstart 
3.8Spruce plantation on North, fields on South - Ovenbird, Scarlet Tanager
4.2Creek & fields North & South - American Bittern, herons

14)5.4At Pine River Dam
Spring, Summer, Fall: ducks, geese, Ringbill Gull, swallows

On CSAH 15- From Jct. CSAH 1 & CSAH 15 to Jenkins.
#milessite
15)2.3At the Pine River Bridge

Spring & Fall: ducks, Hooded Merganser
Summer: same as Spring & Fall plus; Clay-colored Sparrow (in small pines)

16)3.9Deer Lakeon North side
Spring, Summer & Fall: Common Loon, ducks, Grebe, herons

-Large Fields along CSAH 15
Spring, Summer & Fall: Meadowlark, Bobolink, Savannah Sparrow, bluebirds, swallows,

Eastern Kingbird, American Kestrel
On CSAH 16- Beginning at the intersection of Hwy. 371 & CSAH 16.
#milessite
17)-At the intersection along the Paul Bunyan Trail

Spring, Summer & Fall: American Goldfinch, Song Sparrow, Clay-colored Sparrow,
towhees, vireos, Nashville Warbler (in pines)

18)2.6Veterans Memorial Walking Trail- a must see location
Spring: Pine Warbler, Black & White Warbler, Common Yellowthroat, 

Least Flycatcher, Yellow-throated Vireo
Summer: Ovenbird, Red-eyed Vireo, Scarlet Tanager, Barred Owl, Song Sparrow 
Fall: Red-breasted Nuthatch, Ruffed Grouse, Wood Duck, Purple Finch

19)9.3Uppgaard Wildlife Management Area- another must see location
Spring & Fall: annual migrations - view almost anything! Most likely - warblers, vireos,

thrushes, flycatchers, bluebirds, orioles, tanagers, sparrows
Summer:same as Spring & Fall plus; wrens, woodpeckers, grouse, water birds of all varieties

20)10.9Marsh on South side
Spring, Summer & Fall: Grebe, herons, rails, Osprey

SUMMERING

After our lakes empty of 

ice, they quickly fill with an 

astounding variety of waterfowl

and water loving birds. You’ll 

see and hear the haunting loon,

various ducks, osprey, gulls, 

great blue and green herons

and many more.

In the forests, you may spot 

a scarlet tanager, hear a 

thumping grouse, or see any

number of other species.

WINTERING

As ducks head south in their

great V-formations, they seem 

to pull winter in behind them.

Along with snow and frost,

you’re likely to see bald eagles;

great horned and barred owls;

woodpeckers including the

hairy, downy, red-bellied and

pileated; gray and blue jays;

ravens; nuthatches; snow

buntings; and finches including

tree sparrows, juncos, pine siskins

and evening grosbeaks. 

PASSING THROUGH

The open spaces of our beautiful

area offer unique viewing opportu-

nities as our seasons change. Each

fall and spring, you can view an 

immense variety of birds, including

some species that may be seen as

they pass through the area during

their annual migration.

Among the bounty of species

seen during these times are

Canada geese, swans, flycatchers,

vireos, thrushes, warblers, tanagers

and sparrows. Loons become 

more evident and their cries more

frequent as activity builds during

their pre-migration, multi-lake visits.

Eight of the country’s most sought-

after species may be seen in our

area: the great gray owl, yellow rail,

snowy owl, northern hawk owl, three-

toed woodpecker, black-backed

woodpecker, yellow-bellied fly

catcher and Connecticut warbler.

The best way to increase the

numbers and types of birds you spot

is to visit more frequently. Remember,

you’re always welcome here along

the Paul Bunyan Scenic Byway.

CONIFEROUS FORESTS

Conifer forests of pine, spruce,

and fir represent much of central

Minnesota as pure stands or mixed

with several species. Look for 

red-breasted nuthatches, pine

warblers, evening grosbeaks,

Swainson’s thrushes, and solitary

vireos in this type of habitat.

DECIDUOUS FORESTS

Maples, oaks, birch, aspen, ash,

and a variety of other hardwood

species make up our deciduous

forests. Red-eyed vireos, ovenbirds,

American redstarts, whip-poor-wills,

and wood thrushes are among

the species that make this habitat

their home.

FIELDS AND MEADOWS

Much of our forested habitats

are punctuated with small grassy

openings, old fields, and recent

timber harvests. These areas 

provide habitat for bird species

like bobolinks, savannah sparrows,

eastern bluebirds, killdeer, and

American kestrel. These birds are

among those that may not be

able to use forested areas.
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The Paul Bunyan Scenic Byway
is located in the Laurentian
Mixed Forest. Four eco-regions
are represented within this area.

THE FOUR ECO-REGIONS OF THIS AREA

WETLANDS

Central Minnesota is known for

its abundance of lakes as well 

as its spectacular forests. Water

bodies, both large and small, and

the margins around them provide

habitat for waterfowl and other

bird species, including pied-billed

grebes, blue-winged teal, sedge

wrens, common yellowthroats,

and red-winged blackbirds.

Paul Bunyan 
Scenic Byway

Byway route

Site marker: self-guided tour on perforated panel

The Paul Bunyan Scenic Byway Association
supports birding.
www.PaulBunyanScenicByway.org/birding

Record and share bird sightings from around
the Paul Bunyan Scenic Byway! 
Visit www.BirdsoftheByway.com

Minnesota

Paul 
Bunyan 
Scenic
Byway

U.S.A.
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Birdsof the Byway All mileage shown in miles.   CSAH = County State Aid Highway.

On CSAH 11- From Jct. Hwy. 371 & CSAH 11 in Pequot Lakes.
#milessite
1)1.9 On South side Rice Lake Lowell Wildlife Management Area- marsh on North side

Spring: Osprey, Common Loon, Grebe, Blue-winged Teal, Mallard, Wood duck, 
nesting bald eagle, American Bittern, Red-winged Blackbird, Song Sparrow

Summer & Fall: same as spring plus; Common Yellowthroat, Yellow Warbler, 
Pine Warbler, Nashville Warbler, Green Heron, Trumpeter Swan

2)3.1Marsh on South side
Spring: Red-winged Blackbird, Great Blue Heron, Song Sparrow
Summer: same as spring plus; Black Tern, Rail, Common Yellowthroat, Yellow Warbler

3)7.2Shaffer Lakeon South side - Chiarella FMAon North side (Timberlane Rd.)
Spring & Fall:Loon, Grebe, ducks, Great Blue Heron, Eastern Bluebird, Red-winged Blackbird
Summer: same as spring & fall plus; Marsh Wren, Chestnut-sided Warbler, 

American Redstart, Red-eyed Vireo
4)7.6Marsh on North & South sides

Spring, Summer & Fall: rails, Osprey, warblers, Scarlet Tanager, Black Tern
In pines - Great Crested Flycatcher, Least Flycatcher

On CSAH 3- Start point of mileage reference remains at the stoplights in Pequot Lakes.
#milessite
5)12.5All along this portion

Spring, Summer, Fall: Common Loon, Grebe, ducks, herons

On CSAH 66- Start point of mileage reference remains at the stoplights in Pequot Lakes.
#milessite
6)14.8Crosslake Recreation Area

Spring & Fall: variety of waterfowl
Summer: waterfowl plus; flycatchers, warblers

7)17.7Osprey platform on West side
Spring, Summer & Fall: Osprey

8)19.5Residential yards
Spring & Summer: bluebirds, Tree Swallow (boxes)

9)20.1Large field at junction of CSAH 66 and CSAH 1
Spring & Summer: Meadowlark, Bobolink, Killdeer, Savannah Sparrow, bluebirds, 

American Kestrel, Red-tailed Hawk, swallows, Eastern Kingbird

On CSAH 1- From Jct. CSAH 66 & CSAH 1  to  Jct. CSAH 1 & CSAH 15.
#milessite
10)2.1Large marsh on both sides

Spring, Summer & Fall: American Bittern, ducks, Rail, Alder Flycatcher, Marsh Wren, 
Sedge Wren, Common Yellowthroat, Yellow Warblers, 
Red-winged Blackbirds, 

11)3.1Beaver lodge on West side
Spring & Fall: Wood Duck, Grebe
Summer: same as Spring & Fall plus; Common Yellowthroat, Yellow Warbler

12)2.8In the pines along CSAH 1 on either side of site #11
toAll year: woodpeckers, nuthatches
8.4Summer: same as above plus; warblers, vireos

On CSAH 1- From Jct. CSAH 1 & CSAH 15 West to Pine River.
#milessite
12).1Ash trees South side - warblers, vireos, thrushes, flycatchers

.2Bluebird trail

.4Rose-breasted Grosbeak, Tree Swallow

.5Creek & swamp - Green Heron, American Bittern
1.0Pasture on South - Bobolink
1.2Pasture on South, willow swamp on North

warblers, vireos, Sedge Wren, Red-winged Blackbird
2.0Pastures on North & South - Bobolink, Red-winged Blackbird, Sedge Wren, Savannah &

Song Sparrow
2.6Cass County Line - Pasture on North - Red-winged Blackbird, Bobolink, Sedge Wren, 

Savannah & Song Sparrow.
2.8Pines on North & South - Indigo Bunting
3.1Marsh on North - Red-winged Blackbird, Common Yellowthroat, Yellow Warbler, 

Swamp Sparrow
13)3.2At Arvig Creekon North & South

Spring, Summer, Fall: American Bittern, herons, Wood Duck, Hooded Merganser, 
Sedge Wrens, Swamp Sparrow

3.3Pines - Pine Warbler, American Redstart 
3.8Spruce plantation on North, fields on South - Ovenbird, Scarlet Tanager
4.2Creek & fields North & South - American Bittern, herons

14)5.4At Pine River Dam
Spring, Summer, Fall: ducks, geese, Ringbill Gull, swallows

On CSAH 15- From Jct. CSAH 1 & CSAH 15 to Jenkins.
#milessite
15)2.3At the Pine River Bridge

Spring & Fall: ducks, Hooded Merganser
Summer: same as Spring & Fall plus; Clay-colored Sparrow (in small pines)

16)3.9Deer Lakeon North side
Spring, Summer & Fall: Common Loon, ducks, Grebe, herons

-Large Fields along CSAH 15
Spring, Summer & Fall: Meadowlark, Bobolink, Savannah Sparrow, bluebirds, swallows,

Eastern Kingbird, American Kestrel
On CSAH 16- Beginning at the intersection of Hwy. 371 & CSAH 16.
#milessite
17)-At the intersection along the Paul Bunyan Trail

Spring, Summer & Fall: American Goldfinch, Song Sparrow, Clay-colored Sparrow,
towhees, vireos, Nashville Warbler (in pines)

18)2.6Veterans Memorial Walking Trail- a must see location
Spring: Pine Warbler, Black & White Warbler, Common Yellowthroat, 

Least Flycatcher, Yellow-throated Vireo
Summer: Ovenbird, Red-eyed Vireo, Scarlet Tanager, Barred Owl, Song Sparrow 
Fall: Red-breasted Nuthatch, Ruffed Grouse, Wood Duck, Purple Finch

19)9.3Uppgaard Wildlife Management Area- another must see location
Spring & Fall: annual migrations - view almost anything! Most likely - warblers, vireos,

thrushes, flycatchers, bluebirds, orioles, tanagers, sparrows
Summer:same as Spring & Fall plus; wrens, woodpeckers, grouse, water birds of all varieties

20)10.9Marsh on South side
Spring, Summer & Fall: Grebe, herons, rails, Osprey

SUMMERING

After our lakes empty of 

ice, they quickly fill with an 

astounding variety of waterfowl

and water loving birds. You’ll 

see and hear the haunting loon,

various ducks, osprey, gulls, 

great blue and green herons

and many more.

In the forests, you may spot 

a scarlet tanager, hear a 

thumping grouse, or see any

number of other species.

WINTERING

As ducks head south in their

great V-formations, they seem 

to pull winter in behind them.

Along with snow and frost,

you’re likely to see bald eagles;

great horned and barred owls;

woodpeckers including the

hairy, downy, red-bellied and

pileated; gray and blue jays;

ravens; nuthatches; snow

buntings; and finches including

tree sparrows, juncos, pine siskins

and evening grosbeaks. 

PASSING THROUGH

The open spaces of our beautiful

area offer unique viewing opportu-

nities as our seasons change. Each

fall and spring, you can view an 

immense variety of birds, including

some species that may be seen as

they pass through the area during

their annual migration.

Among the bounty of species

seen during these times are

Canada geese, swans, flycatchers,

vireos, thrushes, warblers, tanagers

and sparrows. Loons become 

more evident and their cries more

frequent as activity builds during

their pre-migration, multi-lake visits.

Eight of the country’s most sought-

after species may be seen in our

area: the great gray owl, yellow rail,

snowy owl, northern hawk owl, three-

toed woodpecker, black-backed

woodpecker, yellow-bellied fly

catcher and Connecticut warbler.

The best way to increase the

numbers and types of birds you spot

is to visit more frequently. Remember,

you’re always welcome here along

the Paul Bunyan Scenic Byway.

CONIFEROUS FORESTS

Conifer forests of pine, spruce,

and fir represent much of central

Minnesota as pure stands or mixed

with several species. Look for 

red-breasted nuthatches, pine

warblers, evening grosbeaks,

Swainson’s thrushes, and solitary

vireos in this type of habitat.

DECIDUOUS FORESTS

Maples, oaks, birch, aspen, ash,

and a variety of other hardwood

species make up our deciduous

forests. Red-eyed vireos, ovenbirds,

American redstarts, whip-poor-wills,

and wood thrushes are among

the species that make this habitat

their home.

FIELDS AND MEADOWS

Much of our forested habitats

are punctuated with small grassy

openings, old fields, and recent

timber harvests. These areas 

provide habitat for bird species

like bobolinks, savannah sparrows,

eastern bluebirds, killdeer, and

American kestrel. These birds are

among those that may not be

able to use forested areas.
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The Paul Bunyan Scenic Byway
is located in the Laurentian
Mixed Forest. Four eco-regions
are represented within this area.

THE FOUR ECO-REGIONS OF THIS AREA

WETLANDS

Central Minnesota is known for

its abundance of lakes as well 

as its spectacular forests. Water

bodies, both large and small, and

the margins around them provide

habitat for waterfowl and other

bird species, including pied-billed

grebes, blue-winged teal, sedge

wrens, common yellowthroats,

and red-winged blackbirds.

Paul Bunyan 
Scenic Byway

Byway route

Site marker: self-guided tour on perforated panel

The Paul Bunyan Scenic Byway Association
supports birding.
www.PaulBunyanScenicByway.org/birding

Record and share bird sightings from around
the Paul Bunyan Scenic Byway! 
Visit www.BirdsoftheByway.com

Minnesota
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Birdsof the Byway All mileage shown in miles.   CSAH = County State Aid Highway.

On CSAH 11- From Jct. Hwy. 371 & CSAH 11 in Pequot Lakes.
#milessite
1)1.9 On South side Rice Lake Lowell Wildlife Management Area- marsh on North side

Spring: Osprey, Common Loon, Grebe, Blue-winged Teal, Mallard, Wood duck, 
nesting bald eagle, American Bittern, Red-winged Blackbird, Song Sparrow

Summer & Fall: same as spring plus; Common Yellowthroat, Yellow Warbler, 
Pine Warbler, Nashville Warbler, Green Heron, Trumpeter Swan

2)3.1Marsh on South side
Spring: Red-winged Blackbird, Great Blue Heron, Song Sparrow
Summer: same as spring plus; Black Tern, Rail, Common Yellowthroat, Yellow Warbler

3)7.2Shaffer Lakeon South side - Chiarella FMAon North side (Timberlane Rd.)
Spring & Fall:Loon, Grebe, ducks, Great Blue Heron, Eastern Bluebird, Red-winged Blackbird
Summer: same as spring & fall plus; Marsh Wren, Chestnut-sided Warbler, 

American Redstart, Red-eyed Vireo
4)7.6Marsh on North & South sides

Spring, Summer & Fall: rails, Osprey, warblers, Scarlet Tanager, Black Tern
In pines - Great Crested Flycatcher, Least Flycatcher

On CSAH 3- Start point of mileage reference remains at the stoplights in Pequot Lakes.
#milessite
5)12.5All along this portion

Spring, Summer, Fall: Common Loon, Grebe, ducks, herons

On CSAH 66- Start point of mileage reference remains at the stoplights in Pequot Lakes.
#milessite
6)14.8Crosslake Recreation Area

Spring & Fall: variety of waterfowl
Summer: waterfowl plus; flycatchers, warblers

7)17.7Osprey platform on West side
Spring, Summer & Fall: Osprey

8)19.5Residential yards
Spring & Summer: bluebirds, Tree Swallow (boxes)

9)20.1Large field at junction of CSAH 66 and CSAH 1
Spring & Summer: Meadowlark, Bobolink, Killdeer, Savannah Sparrow, bluebirds, 

American Kestrel, Red-tailed Hawk, swallows, Eastern Kingbird

On CSAH 1- From Jct. CSAH 66 & CSAH 1  to  Jct. CSAH 1 & CSAH 15.
#milessite
10)2.1Large marsh on both sides

Spring, Summer & Fall: American Bittern, ducks, Rail, Alder Flycatcher, Marsh Wren, 
Sedge Wren, Common Yellowthroat, Yellow Warblers, 
Red-winged Blackbirds, 

11)3.1Beaver lodge on West side
Spring & Fall: Wood Duck, Grebe
Summer: same as Spring & Fall plus; Common Yellowthroat, Yellow Warbler

12)2.8In the pines along CSAH 1 on either side of site #11
toAll year: woodpeckers, nuthatches
8.4Summer: same as above plus; warblers, vireos

On CSAH 1- From Jct. CSAH 1 & CSAH 15 West to Pine River.
#milessite
12).1Ash trees South side - warblers, vireos, thrushes, flycatchers

.2Bluebird trail

.4Rose-breasted Grosbeak, Tree Swallow

.5Creek & swamp - Green Heron, American Bittern
1.0Pasture on South - Bobolink
1.2Pasture on South, willow swamp on North

warblers, vireos, Sedge Wren, Red-winged Blackbird
2.0Pastures on North & South - Bobolink, Red-winged Blackbird, Sedge Wren, Savannah &

Song Sparrow
2.6Cass County Line - Pasture on North - Red-winged Blackbird, Bobolink, Sedge Wren, 

Savannah & Song Sparrow.
2.8Pines on North & South - Indigo Bunting
3.1Marsh on North - Red-winged Blackbird, Common Yellowthroat, Yellow Warbler, 

Swamp Sparrow
13)3.2At Arvig Creekon North & South

Spring, Summer, Fall: American Bittern, herons, Wood Duck, Hooded Merganser, 
Sedge Wrens, Swamp Sparrow

3.3Pines - Pine Warbler, American Redstart 
3.8Spruce plantation on North, fields on South - Ovenbird, Scarlet Tanager
4.2Creek & fields North & South - American Bittern, herons

14)5.4At Pine River Dam
Spring, Summer, Fall: ducks, geese, Ringbill Gull, swallows

On CSAH 15- From Jct. CSAH 1 & CSAH 15 to Jenkins.
#milessite
15)2.3At the Pine River Bridge

Spring & Fall: ducks, Hooded Merganser
Summer: same as Spring & Fall plus; Clay-colored Sparrow (in small pines)

16)3.9Deer Lakeon North side
Spring, Summer & Fall: Common Loon, ducks, Grebe, herons

-Large Fields along CSAH 15
Spring, Summer & Fall: Meadowlark, Bobolink, Savannah Sparrow, bluebirds, swallows,

Eastern Kingbird, American Kestrel
On CSAH 16- Beginning at the intersection of Hwy. 371 & CSAH 16.
#milessite
17)-At the intersection along the Paul Bunyan Trail

Spring, Summer & Fall: American Goldfinch, Song Sparrow, Clay-colored Sparrow,
towhees, vireos, Nashville Warbler (in pines)

18)2.6Veterans Memorial Walking Trail- a must see location
Spring: Pine Warbler, Black & White Warbler, Common Yellowthroat, 

Least Flycatcher, Yellow-throated Vireo
Summer: Ovenbird, Red-eyed Vireo, Scarlet Tanager, Barred Owl, Song Sparrow 
Fall: Red-breasted Nuthatch, Ruffed Grouse, Wood Duck, Purple Finch

19)9.3Uppgaard Wildlife Management Area- another must see location
Spring & Fall: annual migrations - view almost anything! Most likely - warblers, vireos,

thrushes, flycatchers, bluebirds, orioles, tanagers, sparrows
Summer:same as Spring & Fall plus; wrens, woodpeckers, grouse, water birds of all varieties

20)10.9Marsh on South side
Spring, Summer & Fall: Grebe, herons, rails, Osprey

SUMMERING

After our lakes empty of 

ice, they quickly fill with an 

astounding variety of waterfowl

and water loving birds. You’ll 

see and hear the haunting loon,

various ducks, osprey, gulls, 

great blue and green herons

and many more.

In the forests, you may spot 

a scarlet tanager, hear a 

thumping grouse, or see any

number of other species.

WINTERING

As ducks head south in their

great V-formations, they seem 

to pull winter in behind them.

Along with snow and frost,

you’re likely to see bald eagles;

great horned and barred owls;

woodpeckers including the

hairy, downy, red-bellied and

pileated; gray and blue jays;

ravens; nuthatches; snow

buntings; and finches including

tree sparrows, juncos, pine siskins

and evening grosbeaks. 

PASSING THROUGH

The open spaces of our beautiful

area offer unique viewing opportu-

nities as our seasons change. Each

fall and spring, you can view an 

immense variety of birds, including

some species that may be seen as

they pass through the area during

their annual migration.

Among the bounty of species

seen during these times are

Canada geese, swans, flycatchers,

vireos, thrushes, warblers, tanagers

and sparrows. Loons become 

more evident and their cries more

frequent as activity builds during

their pre-migration, multi-lake visits.

Eight of the country’s most sought-

after species may be seen in our

area: the great gray owl, yellow rail,

snowy owl, northern hawk owl, three-

toed woodpecker, black-backed

woodpecker, yellow-bellied fly

catcher and Connecticut warbler.

The best way to increase the

numbers and types of birds you spot

is to visit more frequently. Remember,

you’re always welcome here along

the Paul Bunyan Scenic Byway.

CONIFEROUS FORESTS

Conifer forests of pine, spruce,

and fir represent much of central

Minnesota as pure stands or mixed

with several species. Look for 

red-breasted nuthatches, pine

warblers, evening grosbeaks,

Swainson’s thrushes, and solitary

vireos in this type of habitat.

DECIDUOUS FORESTS

Maples, oaks, birch, aspen, ash,

and a variety of other hardwood

species make up our deciduous

forests. Red-eyed vireos, ovenbirds,

American redstarts, whip-poor-wills,

and wood thrushes are among

the species that make this habitat

their home.

FIELDS AND MEADOWS

Much of our forested habitats

are punctuated with small grassy

openings, old fields, and recent

timber harvests. These areas 

provide habitat for bird species

like bobolinks, savannah sparrows,

eastern bluebirds, killdeer, and

American kestrel. These birds are

among those that may not be

able to use forested areas.
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The Paul Bunyan Scenic Byway
is located in the Laurentian
Mixed Forest. Four eco-regions
are represented within this area.

THE FOUR ECO-REGIONS OF THIS AREA

WETLANDS

Central Minnesota is known for

its abundance of lakes as well 

as its spectacular forests. Water

bodies, both large and small, and

the margins around them provide

habitat for waterfowl and other

bird species, including pied-billed

grebes, blue-winged teal, sedge

wrens, common yellowthroats,

and red-winged blackbirds.

Paul Bunyan 
Scenic Byway

Byway route

Site marker: self-guided tour on perforated panel

The Paul Bunyan Scenic Byway Association
supports birding.
www.PaulBunyanScenicByway.org/birding

Record and share bird sightings from around
the Paul Bunyan Scenic Byway! 
Visit www.BirdsoftheByway.com
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Birdsof the Byway All mileage shown in miles.   CSAH = County State Aid Highway.

On CSAH 11- From Jct. Hwy. 371 & CSAH 11 in Pequot Lakes.
#milessite
1)1.9 On South side Rice Lake Lowell Wildlife Management Area- marsh on North side

Spring: Osprey, Common Loon, Grebe, Blue-winged Teal, Mallard, Wood duck, 
nesting bald eagle, American Bittern, Red-winged Blackbird, Song Sparrow

Summer & Fall: same as spring plus; Common Yellowthroat, Yellow Warbler, 
Pine Warbler, Nashville Warbler, Green Heron, Trumpeter Swan

2)3.1Marsh on South side
Spring: Red-winged Blackbird, Great Blue Heron, Song Sparrow
Summer: same as spring plus; Black Tern, Rail, Common Yellowthroat, Yellow Warbler

3)7.2Shaffer Lakeon South side - Chiarella FMAon North side (Timberlane Rd.)
Spring & Fall:Loon, Grebe, ducks, Great Blue Heron, Eastern Bluebird, Red-winged Blackbird
Summer: same as spring & fall plus; Marsh Wren, Chestnut-sided Warbler, 

American Redstart, Red-eyed Vireo
4)7.6Marsh on North & South sides

Spring, Summer & Fall: rails, Osprey, warblers, Scarlet Tanager, Black Tern
In pines - Great Crested Flycatcher, Least Flycatcher

On CSAH 3- Start point of mileage reference remains at the stoplights in Pequot Lakes.
#milessite
5)12.5All along this portion

Spring, Summer, Fall: Common Loon, Grebe, ducks, herons

On CSAH 66- Start point of mileage reference remains at the stoplights in Pequot Lakes.
#milessite
6)14.8Crosslake Recreation Area

Spring & Fall: variety of waterfowl
Summer: waterfowl plus; flycatchers, warblers

7)17.7Osprey platform on West side
Spring, Summer & Fall: Osprey

8)19.5Residential yards
Spring & Summer: bluebirds, Tree Swallow (boxes)

9)20.1Large field at junction of CSAH 66 and CSAH 1
Spring & Summer: Meadowlark, Bobolink, Killdeer, Savannah Sparrow, bluebirds, 

American Kestrel, Red-tailed Hawk, swallows, Eastern Kingbird

On CSAH 1- From Jct. CSAH 66 & CSAH 1  to  Jct. CSAH 1 & CSAH 15.
#milessite
10)2.1Large marsh on both sides

Spring, Summer & Fall: American Bittern, ducks, Rail, Alder Flycatcher, Marsh Wren, 
Sedge Wren, Common Yellowthroat, Yellow Warblers, 
Red-winged Blackbirds, 

11)3.1Beaver lodge on West side
Spring & Fall: Wood Duck, Grebe
Summer: same as Spring & Fall plus; Common Yellowthroat, Yellow Warbler

12)2.8In the pines along CSAH 1 on either side of site #11
toAll year: woodpeckers, nuthatches
8.4Summer: same as above plus; warblers, vireos

On CSAH 1- From Jct. CSAH 1 & CSAH 15 West to Pine River.
#milessite
12).1Ash trees South side - warblers, vireos, thrushes, flycatchers

.2Bluebird trail

.4Rose-breasted Grosbeak, Tree Swallow

.5Creek & swamp - Green Heron, American Bittern
1.0Pasture on South - Bobolink
1.2Pasture on South, willow swamp on North

warblers, vireos, Sedge Wren, Red-winged Blackbird
2.0Pastures on North & South - Bobolink, Red-winged Blackbird, Sedge Wren, Savannah &

Song Sparrow
2.6Cass County Line - Pasture on North - Red-winged Blackbird, Bobolink, Sedge Wren, 

Savannah & Song Sparrow.
2.8Pines on North & South - Indigo Bunting
3.1Marsh on North - Red-winged Blackbird, Common Yellowthroat, Yellow Warbler, 

Swamp Sparrow
13)3.2At Arvig Creekon North & South

Spring, Summer, Fall: American Bittern, herons, Wood Duck, Hooded Merganser, 
Sedge Wrens, Swamp Sparrow

3.3Pines - Pine Warbler, American Redstart 
3.8Spruce plantation on North, fields on South - Ovenbird, Scarlet Tanager
4.2Creek & fields North & South - American Bittern, herons

14)5.4At Pine River Dam
Spring, Summer, Fall: ducks, geese, Ringbill Gull, swallows

On CSAH 15- From Jct. CSAH 1 & CSAH 15 to Jenkins.
#milessite
15)2.3At the Pine River Bridge

Spring & Fall: ducks, Hooded Merganser
Summer: same as Spring & Fall plus; Clay-colored Sparrow (in small pines)

16)3.9Deer Lakeon North side
Spring, Summer & Fall: Common Loon, ducks, Grebe, herons

-Large Fields along CSAH 15
Spring, Summer & Fall: Meadowlark, Bobolink, Savannah Sparrow, bluebirds, swallows,

Eastern Kingbird, American Kestrel
On CSAH 16- Beginning at the intersection of Hwy. 371 & CSAH 16.
#milessite
17)-At the intersection along the Paul Bunyan Trail

Spring, Summer & Fall: American Goldfinch, Song Sparrow, Clay-colored Sparrow,
towhees, vireos, Nashville Warbler (in pines)

18)2.6Veterans Memorial Walking Trail- a must see location
Spring: Pine Warbler, Black & White Warbler, Common Yellowthroat, 

Least Flycatcher, Yellow-throated Vireo
Summer: Ovenbird, Red-eyed Vireo, Scarlet Tanager, Barred Owl, Song Sparrow 
Fall: Red-breasted Nuthatch, Ruffed Grouse, Wood Duck, Purple Finch

19)9.3Uppgaard Wildlife Management Area- another must see location
Spring & Fall: annual migrations - view almost anything! Most likely - warblers, vireos,

thrushes, flycatchers, bluebirds, orioles, tanagers, sparrows
Summer:same as Spring & Fall plus; wrens, woodpeckers, grouse, water birds of all varieties

20)10.9Marsh on South side
Spring, Summer & Fall: Grebe, herons, rails, Osprey

SUMMERING

After our lakes empty of 

ice, they quickly fill with an 

astounding variety of waterfowl

and water loving birds. You’ll 

see and hear the haunting loon,

various ducks, osprey, gulls, 

great blue and green herons

and many more.

In the forests, you may spot 

a scarlet tanager, hear a 

thumping grouse, or see any

number of other species.

WINTERING

As ducks head south in their

great V-formations, they seem 

to pull winter in behind them.

Along with snow and frost,

you’re likely to see bald eagles;

great horned and barred owls;

woodpeckers including the

hairy, downy, red-bellied and

pileated; gray and blue jays;

ravens; nuthatches; snow

buntings; and finches including

tree sparrows, juncos, pine siskins

and evening grosbeaks. 

PASSING THROUGH

The open spaces of our beautiful

area offer unique viewing opportu-

nities as our seasons change. Each

fall and spring, you can view an 

immense variety of birds, including

some species that may be seen as

they pass through the area during

their annual migration.

Among the bounty of species

seen during these times are

Canada geese, swans, flycatchers,

vireos, thrushes, warblers, tanagers

and sparrows. Loons become 

more evident and their cries more

frequent as activity builds during

their pre-migration, multi-lake visits.

Eight of the country’s most sought-

after species may be seen in our

area: the great gray owl, yellow rail,

snowy owl, northern hawk owl, three-

toed woodpecker, black-backed

woodpecker, yellow-bellied fly

catcher and Connecticut warbler.

The best way to increase the

numbers and types of birds you spot

is to visit more frequently. Remember,

you’re always welcome here along

the Paul Bunyan Scenic Byway.

CONIFEROUS FORESTS

Conifer forests of pine, spruce,

and fir represent much of central

Minnesota as pure stands or mixed

with several species. Look for 

red-breasted nuthatches, pine

warblers, evening grosbeaks,

Swainson’s thrushes, and solitary

vireos in this type of habitat.

DECIDUOUS FORESTS

Maples, oaks, birch, aspen, ash,

and a variety of other hardwood

species make up our deciduous

forests. Red-eyed vireos, ovenbirds,

American redstarts, whip-poor-wills,

and wood thrushes are among

the species that make this habitat

their home.

FIELDS AND MEADOWS

Much of our forested habitats

are punctuated with small grassy

openings, old fields, and recent

timber harvests. These areas 

provide habitat for bird species

like bobolinks, savannah sparrows,

eastern bluebirds, killdeer, and

American kestrel. These birds are

among those that may not be

able to use forested areas.
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The Paul Bunyan Scenic Byway
is located in the Laurentian
Mixed Forest. Four eco-regions
are represented within this area.

THE FOUR ECO-REGIONS OF THIS AREA

WETLANDS

Central Minnesota is known for

its abundance of lakes as well 

as its spectacular forests. Water

bodies, both large and small, and

the margins around them provide

habitat for waterfowl and other

bird species, including pied-billed

grebes, blue-winged teal, sedge

wrens, common yellowthroats,

and red-winged blackbirds.

Paul Bunyan 
Scenic Byway

Byway route

Site marker: self-guided tour on perforated panel

The Paul Bunyan Scenic Byway Association
supports birding.
www.PaulBunyanScenicByway.org/birding

Record and share bird sightings from around
the Paul Bunyan Scenic Byway! 
Visit www.BirdsoftheByway.com
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